Travellers in India

till recently was but little known, and is still
somewhat obscure in many points, has been ad-
mirably synthetised by Mr Sewell from the very
scanty material which was all that was avail-
able for his patient researches.5* Two sources
upon which he draws considerably are the nar-
ratives of Conti and Nikitin. Conti tells us that
the circumference of the city of Vijayanagar
was sixty miles, and that the number of
people living within it capable of bearing
arms was ninety thousand. This was in the
early days of the century, long before the
kingdom had reached its acme of power under
Krishna Deva Raya. Founded in 1336 it had
continued to grow, and till 1565 remained the
bulwark of Hindu independence against the
encroachments of the Mohammedan kings of
the Deccan, who, toward the close of the fif-
teenth century, carved for themselves indepen-
dent kingdoms out of the ruins of the Bahmani
dynasty. Before the downfall of the Bahmanis,
Vijayanagar successfully, though with some
trouble, and at the cost of constant defeats and
a frequent payment of large tribute, prevented
the Mohammedans from obtaining a firm foot-
ing beyond the Tungabudra and the Krishna*
From Nikitin we have some sidelights on the
almost unceasing war which was carried on by
the Hindus and Mohammedans on the banks of

* A Forgotten Empire (Vijayanagar). A Contribution to the History
of India, By Robert Sewell, M.R.A.S., F.R.G.S., London, 1900.
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